Pocket doors reveal a
banquette off the living
room. A custom-sized
table, featuring a base and
top of marble imported
from Italy, was crafted by
KGBL. Seating includes
a Jonathan Adler settee,
hand-upholstered by
Artistic Upholstery using
a velvet botanical fabric
from Designers Guild, and
Jonathan Adler chairs
covered in a velvet-rayon
Romo fabric and accented
with brass elements. The
brass light fixture is from
Metropolitan Lighting.
opposite: In the powder
room, a mirror from
Anthropologie presides
over a Waterworks marble
sink and brass hardware.
The walls are covered
in penny tiles.

fresh start

Custom touches and tailor-made pieces create a one-of-a-kind home
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right: The kitchen’s
chevron floor was
originally chosen for the
foyer. “The family can
enjoy it more here,” says
Bow of the switch. The
walls are lined with Old
World, weathered subway
tiles from Waterworks.
below left: The kitchen is
outfitted with hardware
from Restoration Hardware and brass details on
the windows. Two-inch
Calcutta gold marble
countertops from Everest
Marble were fabricated by
Stepping Stones Marble &
Granite. below right: The
black custom-made French
range from Lacanche
was just the right fit for
the white kitchen. “I love
black and white—that
color combination is very
midcentury and Parisian,”
says Bow. opposite: “With
a white kitchen, I wanted
to include unique elements,” says Bow. Lindsey
Adelman terrariums bring
a light, airy feel to the
space, and the artwork
is by Jamali. “His work
is unbelievable,” she says.
Design Within Reach bar
stools are covered in
white leather.

Let’s start at the beginning. How did you

had to work with the existing footprint of

meet the clients?

the house that was there.

Karen Bow: The clients were referred to
me by Michael Smith Architects. It’s really

So who lives here?

fabulous working with professionals you

KB: They’re a young, stylish family with

have a lot in common with, whom you

two young children. The husband is a

respect and admire.

banker, and the wife used to be in fashion.

Jay Hanseman: It was definitely a

She has an amazing aesthetic, and she was

collaborative effort among our team, Karen’s

so open to everything. Some clients say,

team and the client—that’s what made

“Just do it.” But we did everything together.

this such a great project from the very

You become close to people when you’re

beginning. We all trusted and valued one

working with them on this level. I have a

another’s opinions.

true fondness for them.

”What I love
about this house
is the bravery.”
—karen bow

JH: The client not only had great taste, but
The previous house wasn’t just renovated; it

she was part of the design team as well. She

was demolished. What was here before?

was willing to accept ideas that were

KB: It was an incredibly dated house from

outside of the box.

the 1950s with yellow and pink bathrooms,
and not the good kind of yellow and pink

What were the clients looking for in terms of

bathrooms! When it was torn down, there

style and color palette?

was just a fireplace and air.

KB: Classic elements with a midcentury

JH: The house was in rough shape. The

Parisian influence. What I love about this

new house was custom-made, though we

house is the bravery. White and saturated
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The design for the
master bedroom was
partly launched by
the bed. “We loved
this headboard,”
says Bow. From the
Kathryn M. Ireland
Collection from
Grange, the piece
was recovered in
a Romo fabric by
Artistic Upholstery,
and Bow helped
design the bed
frame with KGBL to
accompany it. The
bed is topped with
pillows covered in a
hand-designed silk
fabric. Draperies
fashioned from
a Knoll fabric
complement and
provide subtle
contrast against
the flat-weave vinyl
wallpaper from JAB.

74

athomefc.com

MAY/JUNE 2016

athome 75

The custom-designed
velvet settee adds a chic
touch. “We didn’t want
a bench at the foot of
the bed that you would
throw clothing on,” says
Bow. “This settee makes
the space feel more like
a suite than a bedroom.”
The piece’s green hue is
echoed in the diamonddusted Damien Hirst
artwork, procured by the
Samuel Owen Gallery.
opposite: top left: In
addition to the bed, the
custom-made green and
gray Warp & Weft rug also
helped spark the design
for the room.
top middle: Resting on top
of BDDW taupe leather
nightstands are antique
lamps outfitted with
black lampshades from
the Accessory Store.
“The lamp bases are
milk glass with a touch
of brass,” says Bow. top
right: Leather stitching on
the nightstands creates
interest. bottom left: “This
console has a brass base
and a top made from oneof-a-kind antique glass
from a shipyard—they
don’t make it anymore,”
says Bow. bottom middle:
The coffered ceiling was
painted gray for a fresh
perspective. “White was
too big for the room,”
Bow says. “The gray
grounded it and brought
the ceiling down.” The
custom-made chandelier
is from Canopy Designs.
bottom right: “I was in
the bathroom at Juliska,
and this chair was in there
with paper towels on it,”
says Bow. “It was like an
afterthought.” Spying a
treasure, she begged to
buy it. “I recovered it in
a silk velvet from China,”
she says. “It’s so pretty,
and I can’t believe it held
paper towels!”
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In the library, the homeowners’ Lillian August horn side table sets up the perfect study space; the existing millwork in the cabinets was
integrated into the design; and a framed antique brass key collection serves as a conversation starter.

color, brasses and nickels—all of the elements

in; it’s not treated tenderly. The family also

are mixed, and it works.

entertains a lot. I think they have forty place
settings from Juliska—that’s how much they

Did you start from scratch with the

host. And this house has a great flow—it’s a

furnishings?

great party house.

KB: We started with a blank slate. This
family was in a phase of life where things

Was your design plan clear from the

needed to be replaced, so why not? Every

beginning, or did it evolve over time?

single thing in this house was a labor of

KB: It wasn’t fluid. We defined the vision

love. I can tell you the rep I bought this

and stayed the course. And yet, if you see

from, the time of day I bought that.… So

something that you don’t think is part of the

many things were custom-made.

vision but you love it, that’s an exception—
you work it in.

How did this particular family influence
design plans?

How did you settle on the color palette?

KB: We made choices that created a chic

KB: This home has an open floor plan, and

but family-friendly environment. While this

the eye travels, so the color palette had to

house is beautifully done, it’s not precious.

be cohesive. Everything is painted white, but

On these beautiful tables, there are Legos.

it’s grounded in blues, greens and shades of

They have a little dog. The house is lived

gray, colors that live together harmoniously.
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left: As the first item
purchased for this home,
the black bathtub was
irrefutable proof that
Bow and the client were
a perfect fit. “Everyone
thought we were crazy
when we bought this tub—
that’s how I knew we were
meant to be together.”
right: A streamlined, glasspaned pocket door allows
light in to the water closet.
below left: The walk-in
shower was built with a
ledge for toiletries. “We
were really excited about
this feature,” says Bow.
“It was a creative idea that
met the clients’ needs.”
below right: Hardware was
sourced from Waterworks.
Sconces and mirrors are
from Restoration Hardware.
opposite: With a chevronpatterned weathered
black porcelain tile floor
underfoot, the master
bathroom embraces
the midcentury modern
Parisian theme. Etoile
basins from Waterworks
boast mirror-imaged
veining fabricated by
Stepping Stones Marble
& Granite. Opposing walls
are dressed in Schumacher
wallpaper with bursts of
black, white, gray and
distressed gold.

above: A jack-and-jack
bathroom connects the guest
room to the young son’s
superhero-themed bedroom.
The vaulted ceiling opens up
the space, and the shower
curtain, fashioned from a
striking Pierre Frey fabric,
is a vibrant touch. below left:
Walnut pocket doors lead into
the jack-and-jack bathroom.
below middle: Felt baskets from
Design Within Reach provide
ample storage in the built-in
cubbies. below right: Porcelain
tiles line the walls.

above: In the guest room, a
BDDW side table, a recovered
Jonathan Adler chair and a
custom-made cream, black and
gray wool rug by Saco create a
cozy sitting area. The diamonddusted Damien Hirst artwork,
procured by the Samuel Owen
Gallery, is a focal point. left:
The guest room shares many
of the same mediums and
textures as the son’s adjacent
bedroom. “We wanted the
bedrooms to ‘live’ together and
be an overflow for sleepovers,”
says Bow. “This guest room has
a more grownup appeal, while
the son’s room is youthful.” The
bed and nightstands are from
the New Traditionalists.
below left: A Design Within
Reach light fixture illuminates
the guest room. below middle
and right: Graphic wallpaper
and geometric-patterned
bedding make a statement.

The recreation room, located off the
play space on the lower level, houses
a Vladimir Kagan queen-sized bed
in a gray-lavender raised Maharam
fabric. With its moveable cushions,
it’s the perfect spot to watch TV or
house an extra guest for the night.
Taupe aluminum and chrome storage
units, custom-made by USM Modular
Furniture, and a custom rug from the
Rug Company round out the space.
Bow felt it was important that the
recreation room and play space be
connected, so the original design
of the lower level was modified to
ensure that the two spaces flowed
into each other.
opposite left: The play space is
primed for kids of all ages with
colorful carpet tiles and fun artwork.
If space is needed, the Kartell table
folds flat and the stools are stackable. In the corner, custom USM
Modular Furniture storage units were
installed in a stair-step approach for
an airy appeal.
opposite right: The play space’s
sandbox rice table provides hours of
contained entertainment; a Lucite
easel and side table are set up in the
corner for budding artists; and the
room’s tone-on-tone vinyl wallpaper
is washable for any paint splatters.

Did you field any special requests from

furniture-wise, you’re asking me to pick a

the client?

favorite child!

KB: No—we worked instinctually. I know
what she likes, she knows what I like. The

Does the client have a favorite piece?

very first thing we bought, which we bought

KB: We text all the time, and I got a text

in two seconds, was that black bathtub [in

from her the other day. They had been

the master bathroom]. It was a floor sample

away, and she wrote, “You know you love

at Klaffs. I’d only met her once before, but

your home when you just love being back

we saw it and I said, “Oh my God, I love

and everything about it.”

that bathtub.” What’s crazy is that she’d
pinned that exact bathtub in red!

resources

Interior Designer, Karen Bow, Karen Bow
Really? How often did that happen?

Interiors; 914-953-1517; karenbow.com

KB: I can’t tell you the number of times I

Architect, Michael Smith Architects, Norwalk;

would pull something for her, and she had

203-563-0553; michaelsmitharchitects.com

already pinned it—we were that on par.

Upholstery, Artistic Upholstery and
Fabrics, Norwalk; 203-849-8907;

What’s your favorite part of this house?

artisticupholsteryandfabrics.com

KB: My favorite architectural element is

Stonework, Stepping Stones Marble & Granite;

the pocket door between the living room

classicstones.com

and the banquette. It changed the whole

Wall covering, Rich Wallcovering; 203-223-8621;

house and opened up the space. But

richwallcovering.com
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